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ENERGY GUEST BLOG -- JIM SAMUEL

Guest blog - Jim Samuel: Ohio has strictest water
regulation framework

By JIM SAMUEL
JIM SAMUEL v
4:30 am, June 19, 2012

It's a great time of year. For the past two
weeks I have been absorbed in neighborhood
and church festivals, high school and college
graduation parties, and a small family
reunion. Among the typical talk of kids'

Jim Samuel is founder and principal of Capitol activities, summer plans and the occasional
Integrity Group, a fellow of the Levin College . . .

at Cleveland State University and a founding  SMart phone slideshow of family pictures, I
partner of the Ohio Shale Consortium. He has  noticed a topic of conversation has been
worked extensively in the economic ; i .
development and public policy arenas and added this year: People are talking and
serves as a consultant to the energy industry. asking questions about shale.

I have been immersed in and speaking around the state on the behind-the-scenes issues of tax
policy, regulations and economic impact on both the state and region, so I found it both
interesting and exciting that people far removed from the energy sector are aware of and
intrigued by shale energy and want to know more.

People are asking real questions that, at the end of the day, are the ones that matter. Whether
it's my uncle, a neighbor or the guy slogging through a two-hour volunteer shift alongside me,
these are the questions of Ohio's constituency, Ohio's labor force and Ohio's families.

“When is it going to take off?” “*How do I get a job?” And most importantly, “Is it safe for our
water?”

It is a great reminder that government, industry and environmental community leaders must
get out of the bubble that encapsulates the statehouse and other hyper-partisan settings and
listen to the questions posed by people at backyard barbecues, festivals and graduation parties.
Genuinely interested and hopeful in the opportunity of Ohio's shale reserves -- with concern for

water quality and prudent environmental protections -- people deserve facts and productive
action.

For instance, let's look at concerns about water. The recently passed Substitute Senate Bill 315
gives Ohio regulators added authority creating the strictest regulatory framework in the
country.

Ohio has the nation's first combined well construction and hydraulic fracturing chemical
disclosure requirements. New pre-drilling, well water sampling is required with the results
disclosed in publicly available permit applications. And all sources of water to be used in the
drilling and hydraulic fracturing process must also be publicly disclosed in advance.

On the disposal side, new requirements give regulators tools to better track and monitor brine
haulers, and injection well owners must electronically transmit information about every
shipment. New fines have been imposed and liability insurance for shale wells in rural areas was
increased 500%.

Drowned out by the loudest voices inside the bubble, people might never hear facts like these.
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Let's also remember the technology to harvest the energy from shale continues to advance at a
rapid pace. It takes millions of gallons of water to produce a well, but one of the largest drillers
in Pennsylvania, where the industry is several years ahead of Ohio, recently reported it recycles
96% of its flowback water for reuse in the next well. There are also new treatment processes
that can return flowback water to clean, potable water.

Earlier this year, at the City Club of Cleveland, U.S. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said,
“Hydraulic fracking can be done safely and in fact is being done safely in most cases.”

Is the process perfect? No. But, every choice we make comes with some risk and some reward.
The bottom line is those in leadership need to step out of their bubbles, have conversations
with real people, and focus their efforts on data and facts, not hyperbole. Doing so will restore
proper perspective, away from the tunnel vision of political and special interests created inside
the bubble, and toward the concerns, hopes and wishes of Ohio citizens.

This past weekend the state capitol was again besieged by the extremes of both sides. One
Statehouse protest rally cry demanded that Ohio follow Vermont's lead and impose a total ban
on fracking. That's like saying Ohio follow Montana's lead and ban shark finning. According to
the U.S. Energy Information Administration, Vermont produces no natural gas and has no
measurable reserves, yet it consumes 8.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas annually.

Interestingly, three-quarters of all the electricity produced in Vermont comes from nuclear
power, the highest of any state. I wonder how they will respond when some groups suggests
Vermont should follow Australia's lead with a near complete ban on nuclear power?

Reader Comments

Be the first to comment!

Readers are solely responsible for the content of the comments they post here. Comments are subject to the
site's terms and conditions of use and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or approval of Crain's Cleveland
Business. Readers whose comments violate the terms of use may have their comments removed or all of their
content blocked from viewing by other users without notification. Comments may be used in the print edition
at editorial discretion.

Top
Legal
Executives

CLICK HERE

Log In Now Current Subscriber?
E-mail: m Enter your subscriber number and
' update your account for unrestricted
Password: access
Not a Subscriber?
Loailn Clean m Register here for restricted access and
to sign up for news alerts
?

Forgot your password? m Subscribe now for unrestricted access

Subscribe IE'I Print GD E-mail

SPECIAL FEATURE SEPTEMBER 23

CREEN CONSTRUCTION

more than just a catchphrase



http://www.crainscleveland.com/sub8
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20120619/ENERGY/306199996/1225/newsletter04&template=printart
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20120619&Category=ENERGY&ArtNo=306199996&SiteData=CC&Profile=1225&SectionCat=newsletter04
http://oascentral.crainscleveland.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.crainscleveland.com/news/newsletter04/1225/306199996/L41/1727443764/Middle1/crain/CCL_OH_GREEN_CONSTRUCTION_ROS_MLT_0813/GreenConstrucion-300x250.gif/624568676a3148612b4f514142356964;zip=US:43085?x
http://oascentral.crainscleveland.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.crainscleveland.com/news/newsletter04/1225/306199996/1501831073/Bottom3/default/empty.gif/624568676a3148612b4f514142356964;zip=US:43085?x
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=terms_home
https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/resetPassword.do
https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/addAccountPrint.do?CSProduct=crainscleveland-premium&CSResumeURL=https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/authenticateUserSubscription.do?CSProduct=crainscleveland-forum&CSAuthReq=1&CSReferrer=comments&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20120619%2FENERGY%2F306199996
https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/addAccountFree.do?CSResumeURL=https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/authenticateUserSubscription.do?CSProduct=crainscleveland-forum&CSAuthReq=1&CSReferrer=comments&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20120619%2FENERGY%2F306199996
https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/advantageRedirect.do?URL=http://www.crainscleveland.com/clickshare&CSResumeURL=https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/authenticateUserSubscription.do?CSProduct=crainscleveland-forum&CSAuthReq=1&CSReferrer=comments&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20120619%2FENERGY%2F306199996
http://oascentral.crainscleveland.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.crainscleveland.com/news/newsletter04/1225/306199996/L41/634933756/Right2/crain/CCL_OH_GCNOMINATIONS_ROS_0713/GenCounsel-NOMS_160x600.gif/624568676a3148612b4f514142356964;zip=US:43085?x

CRAIN’S

Hear how entrepreneurship and innovation

are shaping the region’s new economy

Home

News

Resources

Lists/Directories

Subscription Center

Breaking news

HR/Staffing News

Archives

Crain's Lists Online

E-Newsletters Manufacturing Ohio Energy Buy and Sell a business Purchase Book of Lists
RSS Health Care Real Estate Classified Ads Bioscience Directory
Facebook Financial/Legal Small Business Custom Publishing Economic Development Organizations Directory
LinkedIn Government/Nonprofit Technology Editorials/Opinions Executive Search Firms & Staffing Firms Directory
Twitter Events Calendar Food Economy Directory
Advertise House Calls Health Care Directory

Features

Crain's Media Kit LoopNet Property Search Minority-Owned Business Directory

Health Care Heroes

Newstand Locations Archer Awards MBA Guide Ohio MBA Directory
Editorial Calendar 30th Anniversary Medical Mart & Convention Center Multimedia Women-Owned Business Directory
CFO of the Year NorTech Innovation Awards Podcasts

This Week's Issue CIO of the Year Crain's Shale Event Series Events

Photo Galleries

This Week's Issue CLE2030 Who's Who in Business Recent Poll Results Local Business Events

Weekly Issue PDFs Euclid Avenue Who's Who in Law Stocks of local interest Submit Your Events

Forty Under 40 Women of Note

White Papers Coming Crain Events

In-House and General Counsel West 25th

Affiliates

Crain Publications

© 2013 Crain Communications Inc.
Use of editorial content without permission is strictly prohibited. All rights Reserved

Crain's Links | Contact Us | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy


http://oascentral.crainscleveland.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.crainscleveland.com/news/newsletter04/1225/306199996/L41/479384222/Bottom2/crain/CCL_OH_TECHTALK_POD_ROS_0713/TechTalk2_728x90.gif/624568676a3148612b4f514142356964;zip=US:43085?x
https://sec.crain.com/CL/QuickOrder.aspx?PromotionCode=W3CLMET
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/email_products
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/RSS
http://www.facebook.com/groups/47780492158/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1842140&trk=anet_ug_hm
http://twitter.com/#!/CrainsCleveland
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20111120/STATIC/311209998
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/media_kit
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061204/STATIC/61204014
http://www.crainscleveland.com/assets/pdf/CC8905066.PDF
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/toc
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/toca
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/breaking
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/MAN
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/HEALTH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/FIN
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/GOV
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/staffing
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/Ohio_Energy
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/REALESTATE
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/smallbusiness
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/TECH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/archer
http://www.crainscleveland.com/marketing/30th/30th.html
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CFOevent
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CIOevent
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CLE2030
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/EUCLID
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/40UNDER40
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/GENERAL_COUNSEL
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/HEALTHCARE_HEROES
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/medmart
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/NORTECH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/SHALE_EVENT
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/whobusiness12
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/wholaw13
http://www.crainscleveland.com/marketing/women.html
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/W25th
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/ARCHIVES
http://www.bizbuysell.com/partner/cleveland-businesses-for-sale/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CLASSIFIEDS
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/custom
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/depth
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/EVENTS
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/House_Calls
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/loop_net
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/MBA12
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crainstv
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/audio
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/PHOTOGALLERIES
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=POLLARCHIVE
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/stocks
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/WP
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crains-lists
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crains-lists?djoPage=product_details&djoPid=28387&djoTry=1357921383
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/bioscience
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/econdev
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/EXECUTIVE_DIRECTORY
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/food
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/hcd
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/minority
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/MBA12
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/wob
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/events
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/Events_Submit
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/event_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crain-brands
http://www.crain.com/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=links_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=contact_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=terms_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=privacy_home

